What is Software Freedom Day?

Software Freedom Day (SFD) is a worldwide celebration of Free and Open Source Software (FOSS). Our goal in this celebration is to educate the worldwide public about of the benefits of using high quality FOSS in education, in government, at home, and in business -- in short, everywhere! The non-profit company Software Freedom International coordinates SFD at a global level, providing support, giveaways and a point of collaboration, but volunteer teams around the world organize the local SFD events to impact their own communities. 

Many thanks to our Sponsors and Supporters without whom we could not make such an event happen. 

· Find out more about Software Freedom International and SFD. 

· Read about how Software Freedom underpins your human rights from our President, Pia Waugh 

· This Go-OpenSource FAQ has a lot of good information as well. 

· Also find out more about Free Software 

Our Vision & Objectives

Vision

Our vision is to empower all people to freely connect, create and share in a digital world that is participatory, transparent, and sustainable. 

Objectives

1. to celebrate software freedom and the people behind it 

2. to foster a general understanding of software freedom, and encourage adoption of free software and open standards 

3. to create more equal access to opportunities through the use of participatory technologies 

4. to promote constructive dialogue on responsibilities and rights in the information society 

5. to be inclusive of organizations and individuals that share our Vision 

6. to be pragmatic, transparent, and responsible as an organisation 

· Software Freedom 

· Participate 

· Sponsors and Supporters 

· Press 

· Archives 

· Site map 

· About SFD 

· About SFI 

· Wiki Registration 
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Software Freedom, underpinning your human rights

by Pia Waugh, President of SFI - 2007 || Spanish 

In a time when our lives are increasingly dependent on technologies, it is important we take the time to consider the impact of technology on our lives, and the importance of ensuring technology isn't used to limit us, but rather to take us further along a path of opportunity, innovation and freedom for all people. 

The United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights [1] is a set of basic human rights that most people would agree would be a bare minimum. Not often are our basic rights thought of in the context of technology, but as more and more our lives are dependent on technology, it is a rapidly growing concern. Technologies that matter to our freedom are used in our voting systems, our leisure, our work, education, art and our communication. What does this mean to you? It means that the basic human freedoms you take for granted are only as free as the technologies you use. 

Transparent and sustainable technologies are vital to ensuring we can protect our freedoms. Think about e-Government systems such as electronic voting. When the systems running our voting is proprietary or closed, it means that we can’t be sure what the software actually does, so how can we trust the results? The issues with the Diebold [2] voting systems in the US is testament [3] to the need for transparent systems that are trustworthy. Think about other software you use everyday that is proprietary and apply the fact that you can’t be sure what it is actually doing! Does your email system send copies of your mail to a third party? Is your web browser, logging and automatically sending your browse history to someone? The most interesting case recently was when Sony purposely added spyware [4] to their music CDs that silently and automatically installed itself onto Microsoft Windows systems to search for piracy breaches. This behaviour has spawned a whole new wave of viruses and is a gross breach of privacy. 

So what do I mean by transparent? Well some software gives you access to the source code, such as Free and Open Source Software (FOSS) which ensures that you can know (or get checked) what exactly a piece of software will do. It avoids nasty surprises, spyware, result rigging and all kinds of issues that we can’t be absolutely sure to avoid in closed software. Proprietary software keeps the source code locked away from public scrutiny which means that there is no way to know exactly what the software actually does, and no way to trust it to safeguard your human rights. Transparent technologies are about ensuring you can trust the results and operation of your technology. 

Sustainable technologies are also important, and the best example of the issue is proprietary data formats. Why should the generations of today not have access to the love letters, essays and poems of their youth? With many applications using proprietary data formats, we can't access the information in other programs or even future versions of the same program. When data is stored in data formats based on open standards [5], there is the ability for people everywhere to easily use and implement the standard and have your data accessible by more applications well into the future. Sustainable technologies are about ensuring access to knowledge forever. 

As more and more of the worlds population starts using technology, getting online, and developing the next major life changing event of the future (such as the internet was for many of us), ensuring open, transparent and sustainable approaches are considered best practice is important. Important to a future where technology empowers everyone equally, where knowledge is forever, and where our basic human freedoms are strengthened by technology, not hampered. 

Software Freedom Day is a global celebration and education of why transparent and sustainable technologies are now more important than ever. With over 200 teams in 60 countries participating, it is a fantastic event to get your schools and communities involved in. Go along to your local event or start your own event and meet a wide range of people, all working together to help ensure our freedoms are maintained by the technologies of tomorrow. 

· [1] - http://www.un.org/Overview/rights.html 

· [2] - http://safevoting.org/videos/diebold_med.mov 

· [3] - http://www.bradblog.com/?p=2433 

· [4] - http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/technology/4400148.stm 

· [5] - http://www.openstandards.net/viewOSnet3C.jsp?showModuleName=about 



This page in Spanish. 

Participate in Software Freedom Day

Software Freedom Day is an event with hundreds of teams from all around the world running local events to help their communities understand Software Freedom. Check to see if there is already a team registered in your area. Perhaps there was an event in your area in previous years. If you want to form a team and run an event, simply check out the StartGuide and start pulling your team together and planning today! 

All teams simply register online to be part of Software Freedom Day. Get your team leader to create your team page and then register the team. 

Be sure to check out all the information on the Home Page that will give you all sort of useful links and ways to participate, like joining mailing lists and more. The StartGuide will give you all you need to know to ensure you have an awesome event, and make sure you update your SFD team page so people can find you. 

Happy Software Freedom Day for 2007! 

· Software Freedom 

· Participate 

· Sponsors and Supporters 

· Press 

· Archives 

· Site map 

· About SFD 

· About SFI 

· Wiki Registration 
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Software Freedom International (SFI)

SFI is a non-profit company based in the USA whose primary function is to coordinate Software Freedom Day all around the world. All contributors to the success of SFD volunteer their time. Find more about Software Freedom on our about page. 
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Our Vision & Objectives

Vision

Our vision is to empower all people to freely connect, create and share in a digital world that is participatory, transparent, and sustainable. 

Objectives

1. to celebrate software freedom and the people behind it 

2. to foster a general understanding of software freedom, and encourage adoption of free software and open standards 

3. to create more equal access to opportunities through the use of participatory technologies 

4. to promote constructive dialogue on responsibilities and rights in the information society 

5. to be inclusive of organizations and individuals that share our Vision 

6. to be pragmatic, transparent, and responsible as an organisation 

Who is SFI?

The SFI is run by a Board of Directors. The Board of Directors meets every other week for half the year and every week in the lead up to Software Freedom Day with an IRC conference to discuss various topics pertaining to the regular activities of Software Freedom International and Software Freedom Day. The minutes to these meetings are posted publicly on the website. 

The Board has 6 elected members, and every year 3 team representatives are invited to also sit on the board in order to keep it fresh, responsive to teams and to encourage team participation in the running of Software Freedom Day internationally. 

The Board can be contacted on board [at] sf-day [dot] org 

· Policies (not yet finalised) 

· Previous Board members of SFD 

· SFI meetings, minutes and more 

Core Board

	The Board of Software Freedom International 
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	Pia Waugh, SFI President 
Linux Australia
Country: Australia 
Pia is involved in many FOSS organisations and advocacy. She believes FOSS provides the basis of ensuring our basic freedoms (freedom of association, freedom of choice, etc) are protected as we move forward in an increasingly digital age. Because of this she bases her work and play in the FOSS arena. Pia is married to Jeff Waugh, another FOSS person who rocks [image: image29.png]


She lives in Sydney, Australia. Check out her biography or blog for more information.
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	Matt Oquist, SFI Secretary/Treasurer 
Majen.net Consulting 
Country: United States 
Matt is an independent consultant specializing in Free/Open Source Software integration, migration, and programming in any setting including education, government, home, and business. He has several years of experience with Linux and UNIXes as a software engineer.
Matt is a founding member of the SFD project.

	picture
	Phil Harper 
TheOpenCD project
Country: United Kingdom 
Phil is a founding member of the SFD project.
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	Joe O.A Olutuase 
KnowledeHouseAfrica
Country: Nigeria 
Joe, a Computer Scientist was the Founding President of Info Tech Corps of NYSC which operates in 6 States in Nigeria.He currently serves as the CEO of KnowledgeHouseAfrica which empower youths and women to fight poverty by imparting them with knowledge and skills using FOSS as a key tool to brigding the digital divide
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	Robert Schumann 
Country: United Kingdom 
Robert has been taking free software too seriously for the last four years. He has been involved in launching a movement to promote open source software in Zambia and when not working on SFD and The Open CD he is a consultant in the telecommunications industry. 


Invited Board Team members

Every year we invite 3 outstanding Software Freedom Day team leaders to the board for a year to ensure team experience is reflected for future planning, and to include their excellent energy and contributions into making SFD an even bigger success. 

The 2007 invited Board team members are: 

· Derguech Wassim, from Tunisia 

· Judy Wilson, from Belize 

· John Michael Bitanga, from Philippines 

Advisory Board

SFI also has an Advisory Board made up of sponsors and supporters. 

Board meetings

The board has regular (every one or two weeks) IRC meetings to plan SFD. If you would like an issue raised at a board meeting, please edit the meetings page with your contribution. 

How did SFI (and SFD) begin?

Sometime in January of 2004, Matt Oquist concluded that 

1. Free Software had improved to the point of being suitable for public use, and 

2. public ignorance was one of the primary roadblocks to public acceptance. 

He remembers driving past a retail store that he knew had piles of AOL CDs lying around, and he thought to himself that a CD filled with software such as Open Office, Firefox, and the GIMP would be of vastly greater value to the public. He planned to burn such CDs and try to get permission to distribute them at the retail store in question. 

After contacting his local LUG regarding this idea he was referred to TheOpenCD project, which maintains a CD of high-quality Free Software for Windows that matched Matt's (so far vague) vision. Matt proposed the idea of an international day of handing out Free Software CDs in TheOpenCD forums, and project leader Henrik Omma and project contributor Phil Harper both shared this vision and began collaborating immediately. 

After considering several proposals of dates, names, and logistics, Henrik, Phil, and Matt agreed on "Software Freedom Day" because they believed that ultimately, everyone without a vested interest in proprietary software can unite to educate the worldwide public about the ideals of Software Freedom and the practical benefits of Free Software. August 28th, 2004, was the first annual Software Freedom Day. 

Henrik, Phil, and Matt recruited Fred Noronha and Jules Sidenburg to have the required total of five board members to found a non-profit corporation in the state of New Hampshire, USA. 

Since that time the board has been pleased to welcome Sidsel Jensen, Joe O.A Olutuase, Benjamin Mako Hill, Robert Schumann, and Pia Waugh, who bring a wealth of energy and experience to the organization. 

Components of "Software Freedom Day"

Software

SFD is primarily about Software, but Software Freedom can affect almost every aspect of our lives. Software Freedom enables governmental transparency and openness; for example, voting machines and government records can be examined and available to a degree that is impossible when proprietary secrecy stands in the way of public scrutiny. Software Freedom empowers non-profit organizations (such as libraries, schools, and religious organizations) and businesses (especially in developing countries) to compute with state-of-the-art software without the undue restrictions and costs imposed by proprietary software licensing. Software Freedom can provide a higher degree of security than is possible with proprietary software, because the artificial barrier of proprietary secrecy is not in place to keep security experts from contributing ideas, and it's in those experts' best interest to make sure the software is secure. 

Software Freedom has massive legal and economic benefits, and it ultimately empowers people on a local level to exercise enlightened self-interest concerning any area of life that involves software. 

Freedom

The English word "free" is ambiguous. Here's how Richard Stallman disambiguates the term: 

"Free software" is a matter of liberty, not price. To understand the concept, you should think of "free" as in "free speech," not as in "free beer."

This now-famous distinction addresses the two most fundamental categories of benefits of Software Freedom: ideological and practical. 

Ideology

Ideological proponents of Software Freedom are most centrally concerned with freedoms such as in speech, association, privacy, and education. The word "proprietary" refers to ownership and private control, and while ownership and private control are very beneficial to society in many areas, they are directly opposed to the public good when they are applied to software, which consists of expressions of ideas (and these expressions happen to be understandable by computers). 

Practicality

Pragmatic proponents of Software Freedom are most centrally concerned with economic, governmental (see above), and educational benefits. Free Software is not produced without cost, and there is no guarantee that it will be available to you without cost. But in practice, almost all Free Software is free from licensing fees, and the licensed publication of Free Software source code guarantees that no private interests have the power to revoke this public economic benefit. 

Software Freedom benefits society educationally in two primary senses: 

1. schools have access to a greater amount of high-quality software because licensing fees are not a limiting factor, and 

2. students of computer science are free to begin working directly with state-of-the-art software. 

It is only fitting that the ideals and practical benefits of this academically-inspired movement are now turning full-circle and benefiting schools of all levels, around the world. Visionaries who wanted to improve their own educations have laid down a legacy that will improve the educations of billions of others. 

The Day

Software Freedom Day is centered on a particular day each year in order to heighten the sense of unity that SFD teams around the world experience - we're all in this together, working simultaneously in scores of countries toward a common goal. Many proponents of Software Freedom have been holding publicly educational events for years; it is our hope that by concentrating such efforts on a single day each year we can achieve a worldwide awareness that remains elusive when our efforts are chronologically dispersed. 

SFD Teams

Software Freedom Day is a global grass roots event organised by a growing number of SFD teams around the world. If you want to participate in SFD locally, check the list of teams below to see if there is one near you that you can join. If you were a team leader last year, simply go to the appropriate region and make a page for your team! You will need it in order to register this year, which you can do here. If you are new, see Forming a new regional team below. 

Regional teams

You can also see a world map of teams that are registered on our world map, which is the easiest way to browse. 

· Africa 

· Asia and Middle East 

· Central and South America 

· Europe 

· North America 

· Oceania 

· Antarctica 

Forming a new regional team

If there are no teams in your area, you may consider forming one. Check out the Start Guide for some great tips on creating your team and event. Please announce your new team in the forum so that others can join up. Before you can officially register you will need to create a new wiki page for your team. Help can be found here. Ensure you put your activities, the place and time, volunteers, and any other useful information on your team page. 

Check out previous TeamReports and make sure you submit your teams success on the TeamReports page too! There is also a gallery for you to submit some event photos! After the event, ensure you link or create your team report on TeamReports. 

Global teams

Global teams can be formed in to work on specific tasks for Software Freedom Day, such as marketing or the website. Existing FOSS projects (who often have a global membership) can also form teams. 

· Global teams 

